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The eventual removal of William Colby as
divector of Central Inteiligence was a foregone

conciusion, aithough the timing is somewhat

mysterious. .

It was Colby's fate, after an impressive ca-
reer in the intelligence community, to inherit
the leadership on the very eve of the most
disastrous and gratuitous explesicn in its histo-
ry. He had time, before the fuse reached the
rowder, for one positive act as DCI — to re-
store in large measure the morale which his
predecessor, James Schlesinger, rad almost
compleidly destroyed in the few moaths he
held the post.

Barely settled in hls new ofiice, Coiby then
had to bear the full brunt of the congressicnal
erupiion which in its search for rmercdramatic
horrors and headlines all bui zaraiyzed the
single most eifective asset a peace-time
America had available. (The Soveis refer
to taeir KG3 as “the sword axi skisld” of
tieis government — our own zgsvalent weap-

ons to counter theirs are now batiared and
biunted.)

,“Coiby’s rele in the attack was neither defen-
siye nor a rear-guard action. No defense was
possible, zgiven the nature of the atiacks or the
exposures, and although not perscraily impli-
cated in any ct the areas on which the pitiless

light was focused he stoed up maninily for the
community and acceoted the aouse wth dlgm .

ty. .
Colby will (he s‘mmd) be remerz:bered  tor.”

cre striking line — that the United State must

have at its disposal an optxon berwnen a note of
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Donald Morris served with the CIA 17
years. He has been a colamnist lor The
Houston Post since his renremcnt from.
governmeni servil,e in1972. :

~ diplomatic protest and serding in the Marines,
an observation of considerably more impor- .
tance to the national weal than the combined -

rantings of F'ank Church, Ctis Pike and Bella
Abzug. .

The tlmmg of his departure is peculiar.
Colby’s role was to take the abuse and the
exposures, a process that ruins the incumbent
for any other purpose. He was forecrdalned as
a sacritice when the hearings operned and is
now being led to the altar — long belore the
hearings are over or the anticlimactic report
{due sometime in the spring) is to be issued.

. Colby's successor faces an unenviable role —
_to be spattered with more rmud that, had Coiby

" remaineqd, he might have spared him. The

rationale is hard to discern — shaksups are

always unsettling and it may be that Colby-

was simply axed as an adjunct to the concur-

rent Schlesinger/ szamver .\.nurﬂe, to get zt all 4

over at once.

The reported cho:ce for Colby’s successor is
an admirable one personally. George Bush has
high intelligence, a proven executive capacity
and a thorough grounding in foreign atiairs.
He is also a total outsider in the intelligence
community, a driterion that was also a tore-

-. .gone conclusion. -
" Given the present climate, neither pubhc

nor congressional critics wnuld have sat still

"“for another promotion from the ranks, but the

importation of an outsider as a methoad of
“imposing control’ on the intelligence com-

. munity has serious disadvantages. .

The CIA was long wont to hold penodlc

" “Clandestine Services Review Courses,” to

which ofticers who had been abroad for periods
of up to six years were assigned. The course,
running a full two weeks trom eight to five,
featured detailed briefings from virtually all ot
the division chiefs and many of the branch
chiets, and was simply designed to provide a
broad view of what had been going on in head-
quarters recently. It did not even (for reasons

of compartmentalization) touch on the current
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" A DCI from the outside, with no intelligence
background, and his hands filled at once with
immediate problems, will have his work cut-
out trying to acquire the backzround and'a
Iknowledge of the case load as well. The last-
civilian ouisider, John McCone, despite im-
pressive personat characteristics, never did
rmake it, but was forcad to leave much of the
day-to-day case direction in the hands of the
in-house staff — leading to less "control” than ;|
one might think.

George Bush, in short, is an excellent choice, |
'but his very selection is in the nature of a sop
to the critics. His first months will be difficalt,
land his major task to extinguish the congres- {-
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‘ : case load, and was the bare minimum for those igonal fires and to start the task 01 rebuilding | |
already in the course of professional careers to tne ageucy. ~ S ! !
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